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Dear Senator Wilks,

1 just returned from an interesting stay at a ranch in
northern Nevada. T would like to share with you some
reflections about my visit to your part of the state

The landscape of northern Nevada is spacious and stark.
Yet there is still something splendid about the place. I spent
the weekend with my good friend and his family at th
ranch on the Marys River floodplain. I was inspired by their
down-to-carth approach to life and

genuine concern for the fragile river
ccosystem that is part of their vast
7.000 acre ranch,

Marys River winds its way
through the ranch. As my friend
showed me around, I noticed a group
of willow trees lining the riverbank.
Bat farther upriver and downriver,
there were almost no willows, I
wondered why this was, When I asked,
I saw a faint smuirk cross my friend’s
face, followed by a touch of sadness.
He told me that back in the '70s, many
of the farmers along the river began cutting down the willows
because they thought they sucked up too much water. They
thought that by cutting down the willows, they would
increase their crop yields. My friend explained that it may
have worked that way for a while, but there were unintended
consequences when the river flooded. It flooded in 1983 and
1984, after the willows along the river on most farms had
been long gone. My friend’s family never cut the willows,
and their ranch had the least damage of any along the river.
Others, where the willows were cut, had great damage. The
willows, along with the native hay meadow vegetation,
helped stabilize the riverbanks and the floodplain soils.
Together they reduced erosion and other flood damage. But
my friend said there was even more to the story. To show me
what he meant, he took me down to the riverbank.

The variety of lush vegetation that 1 saw in addition to
the willows amazed me. I tried to figure out why there was so

much vegetation there. I saw beaver dams built across the
river at various places and although I didn't see any beaver. |
did see two otters.

Soon my friend began to fill in between the lines. He
explained that the willows and other vegetation along the river
provide material with which the beavers can build their dams.
With the dams in place, the water becomes somewhat deeper
Just upriver from the dam. The amount of groundwater
increases in these areas as well. This
additional water is what supports the
lush vegetation. As he talked, 1 made
mental notes of all the evidence I saw.
My friend explained that the willows
and other overhanging plants also
shade the river so that it stays cooler.
This keeps the level of oxygen higher.

I started nodding my head. I was
beginning to get the picture. Willows
for shade. More oxygen in the water.
Deeper water levels. With these things,
the river could support more life,
including aquatic plants and fish. This
affects the entire food chain to the level of the beaver (an
herbivore) and the otter (an omnivore that loves fish).

Without the willows, the ranchers lost out during the
spring floods. But the beaver also lost out because without
willows there was no material for building dams. Without the
dams and the shade from vegetation, the river was 100
shallow and warm to support much aquatic life either. So the
fish lost out. Without the fish, the otter lost out too because it
had almost nothing to eat.

The river environment surrounding this ranch is quite
barren, especially to the west. But my friend and his family
have been stewards of the river and the land—and their
stretch of the river is fertile and beautiful. T would like to
encourage you to consider how the government can reward
and encourage good stewardship.

Sincerely,
Jada Cameron









