Name: _________________________

Decoding Journal Articles – Biology II Honor
Introduction: Journal articles can be confusing.  The combination of discipline specific vocabulary, detailed observation, unfamiliar procedures/statistics and multivariable graphs make articles difficult understand.  One of the main components of the scientific process is to participate in the peer review process.  This requires that not only do you do research but also you share it with your colleagues.  It also requires you to read and understand and often reproduce the work of your colleagues.  This process insures that everyone in the research community is doing sound work.  It is a system of checks and balances.  One of the best ways to get better at reading and understanding journal articles is by practicing.

Procedure

1. Record the citation for the article in the space below.

2. Re-read the article in the following order: abstract, results (focus on understanding the figures), discussion, introduction and method.

3. Use the graphic organizer to put the sections into terms that you can better understand.  This process may require that you re-read sections, use a dictionary or ask questions.

Citation:

	Section
	Translation

	Title – rewrite the title in your own words, use simple language
	

	Abstract – give an over view in your own words.

· What is the main idea?

· What is the main conclusion?

· What are the limitations?

· Rational for experiment?


	

	Results – Start with the figures.  Read the captions and relate the information to the figure.  Refer to the body of the article to clarify things that you do not understand.  

1. Pick one figure and copy it to the right.

2. Describe what the figure is showing in your own words, by rewriting the caption.
	

	Discussion – What are the major conclusions? What are the major limitations? Suggest a new question for research based on the outcome of this study.
	

	Introduction – What is the context of the study?  What is the important background information?
	

	Materials and Methods – what did the researcher do? Ignore the stats as much as possible
	


