Biology I Honor 2013-2014
Mr. Brad Kozel, Room 360

bradley_kozel@brookline.k12.ma.us
http://kozelbiology.weebly.com
This college preparatory course is the study of living organisms and how they function. The major topics have been divided into units. In each unit, you will learn by reading the assigned textbook, actively listening to lectures, completing assignments, participating in discussions, and conducting laboratory investigations. You will be evaluated on each unit by laboratory reports, class work, homework, quizzes, and a comprehensive unit test. Biology is a fun and exciting subject that allows you to better understand the world around you.  This course is also meant to help you develop an appreciation for living things, while teaching you to think like a scientist.

Suggested course materials: 

1. 3-ring binder (1.5” is plenty) – this binder should be used for only biology.  You are encouraged to keep everything in chronological order, without separate sections for labs, quizzes, handouts, notes, etc.  It makes the most sense to keep things in the order you did them, so it will be easy to find things later.  At the end of the semester you can empty your binder and store everything in a safe place at home to use in studying for the midyear and final.

2. Loose-leaf paper or spiral notebook – Used for taking notes

3. The following are helpful, but aren’t required:  ruler, simple calculator, colored pencils.
Course Expectations

Classroom Environment: Standard Practices (Rules) – Since we all have to get along!

· Be respectful of everyone in the classroom.  The differences among us will add to our perspectives on science.  It is okay to disagree with each other but do so kindly and supported with evidence.  

· No food, drink or gum in the classroom.  Water bottles are acceptable.  

· Be responsible for your space.  Keep it clean and practice good lab technique.

· Technology policy – It is okay to use laptops, tablets and smart phones for approved educational tasks.  I reserve the right to suspend your use of technology in the classroom if I deem it becomes a distraction to you or others.  Do not text or make phone calls in class.  Basically, if the phone does not interrupt me, your classmates or impede your learning then we will not have a problem.  Headphones are only allowed in unique situations and require teacher approval before use.  
· Academic Honesty - You are expected to produce your own original work.  This is true for every homework assignment, lab write up, project or anything that you put your name on.  Many of the assignments in Biology are group based.  I will be clear in my instructions if you can work in groups or not.  

· One handout policy – I make one handout per student.  Do not lose you materials.  All handouts will be posted on my website and are available to be printed.  

· Mailboxes and the Inbox– Each of you will be assigned a mailbox.  This were I will put all graded materials for you to pick-up.  You should check your make box on a regular basis and keep graded materials in your 3-ring binder.  The inbox on the center table is where all completed material should be turned in. 

· Attendance/Tardiness – It is the responsibility of the student to keep track of the numbers of class periods missed.  Budget your absences carefully; remember that all absences count toward the 21 maximum.  The Attendance is essential to your success.  Virtually all of the labs and journals in this class require you to interact with your classmates and/or materials that cannot be removed from the room.  Therefore you must be in class and on time to receive the full Biology learning experience.   Absences on lab and assessment days are especially disruptive to your learning and should be avoided at all costs.  

· Excused Absences – Students who miss class for a legitimate reason have the responsibility to let me know ahead of time if possible (email works well for this).  If the absence is on a test or quiz day, the student should make every effort to prepare to take the assessment early. It is also the student’s responsibility to check the weekly planner for assignments missed.  Assignments are available on my website. 
· Unexcused Absences – These are not a good idea.  If you skip you loose the opportunity to earn points on anything that we did in class that day. This includes labs and tests.  As always 5 unexcused absences with cause you to “N out”.

· Tardiness – Nothing interrupts the flow of class more than being tardy.  Please take care of personal business between classes or during free periods.  Tardiness carries the penalty of missing reading quizzes.  There are no make-ups.  If you are late for a legitimate reason you must bring a note. 

Classroom Environment: Academic

· Open Line of Communication – This is a two way street.  You can expect from me clearly outlined expectations, due dates and instructions.  I expect that you keep me informed about your progress and understanding on assignments.  There is a solution to every problem, so lets talk about it!

· Keeping a good record (Staying organized) – All scientists record and report his or her data and findings.  So will you. Set-up an organizational routine that you will follow everyday and stick with it. 

· Weekly planners – The weekly planners are your guide to the course objectives, activities and assignments for the week.  We will start and end every class period looking at your weekly planner.  Your weekly planners are the starting point for all of your biology work and a good tool to help you stay organized.  Keep all of your weekly planners in a section of your binder. It is your responsibly to read the weekly planner and complete any assigned homework.

· kozelbiology.weebly.com – My website is another tool for you to stay up to date with current assignments and due dates.  I will also post every document that I give you in class on the website.  These documents are available for you download. 
· Active learning, Classroom efficiency and Taking Notes– This class requires you to be an active participant.  Ask questions!  Observe carefully!  Wonder why!  Be creative with your explanations!  The most successful students use there time well in class. 

· Getting Help – Please do not hesitate to ask.  Raise your hand, email or visit me during office hours or X-block.  Stay on top of your work!  

· Types of Work in Biology I Honor
· Note-taking – Successful learners will take careful notes on both the objectives and on the classroom lectures and discussions.  You will be given a set of objectives for each unit and it will be your responsibility to answer the objective questions while doing your readings (See “How to do objectives” handout).  In class we will go over the assigned objectives, adding to any notes you may have already taken.  Your quizzes and tests will be based on these objectives.  Your notebook may periodically be examined for completeness and organization.
· Objectives and Packet Homework – You will have the automatic nightly assignment to review that day’s notes.  Most nights, you will also be given additional assignments, e.g. objectives, papers, or projects.  Objectives will be completed in packets.   
· Lab exercises – You will usually be provided with lab exercises in advance and you must be prepared for laboratory investigations by reading the introduction and the procedure of the lab.  Further information about formal lab write-ups and specific pre-labs will be provided in another handout.  If you are absent for a lab, plan on making it up within one week of the lab day.  Unless there are extenuating circumstances, you will not be allowed to make up labs after a one-week grace period.  Late lab reports will decrease by 10% for each class period they are late with a maximum deduction of 50%.  
· Additional Assignments – Genetics Problem sets, projects covering a variety of topics, outside reading assignments are all other possible types of work that could be assigned during a class period or as homework.  

· Assessments – At the end of each unit there will be an 80 to 100 point test.  Quizzes occur about once every 2 weeks and cover 10 to 15 learning objectives.  Quizzes count for 30 to 40 points.  Short objectives quizzes will occur once a week and are never announced.  Tests and Quizzes are always announced one week in advance.  Objective quizzes count for 5 to 10 points and are given during the first 5 minutes of class (all times measured by the clock in room 360).  There are no make-ups for objective quizzes.  Students that have legitimate reasons for being late to class must bring a note in order to make-up the objective quiz.  

· Midyear and Final Exams – 20% of 2nd and 4th quarter grade (Final is cumulative)
• Late work – Late work will be accepted up until the assessment that covers that material is given or one      week before the end of a quarter. Whole point values equivalent to approximately 10% of the total assignments worth will be removed for every class period that has past since the due date of the assignment. You cannot loose more than 50% of the point value of an assignment due to it being late.

Late work due to absences – If you are absent on a day that an assignment was

due you will be responsible for turning in the assignment the day your return.

Since misses labs and journals may require you to attend a make-up period you

may not be able to turn in an assignment with in the parameters set forth by the

late policy above. I this case we should discuss when and how you will make up

the missed work and establish a fair due date. It is a good practice to write

“absent” on the top of assignments that are late for legitimate reasons. This is a

big help to me when grading.

Unexcused absences and late work – Officially you are ineligible to receive

credit due to an unexcused absence; however, you should still do the work! Not

only will the assignments prepare you for the next steps in the course but also

often times attendance deals can be struck with deans, teachers, parents and

student. Attendance is only one part of the equation. If you never did the lab, took the test or completed the journal than your grade will still be in trouble.
· Grades – Grades will be based on a weighted average with 3 categories.  I give detailed grade reports several times through out the quarter and always before a major assessment, IPRs and the end of the quarter.

· 20% Classwork, Homework– This category includes your nightly homework, and other assignments, these assignments make up the bulk of the graded work that you will do in Biology.

· 30% Labs and Projects and Other Stuff - These assignments are larger, less frequent and usually involve some group work.  
· 50% Tests and Quizzes – This category contains unit tests, unit quizzes, exams and objectives quizzes.
Welcome to Biology I Honors!
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Please sign below and obtain your parent’s/guardian’s signature to indicate that you have read and understood the above expectations and policies and agree to abide by them throughout the year.  Detach this portion and return it to me by Friday, September 13th as your first homework assignment.  Thank you!
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