Anolis Lizard –Behavior Paper Instructions and Timetable

Due date: Friday March 14th   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Background: The collection of observations we have made over the past several weeks fall into three main categories: Normal behavior, territorial behavior and dominance behavior.  Through these observations we have seen a collection of behaviors that relate to courtship (C), territory (T), defense (D) and maintenance (M) behavior.  Individual lizards displayed these maintenance behaviors that include feeding behaviors, positioning preference in the cage, drinking from the leaves.  It is important to note that while courtship, territoriality and defense are all social behaviors, many of the maintenance behaviors are in the context of the social interactions.  For example, there may be an optimal location in the cage to maintain lizard both temperature (maintenance behavior) but which lizard gets to occupy that spot is related to the social behavior in the cage.  The point is that all behaviors are linked.  The dominance behavior is imbedded in the territory and defense.  This is reflected in the ethogram in the Greenberg paper by many of the FAPs being labeled with multiple observational categories (C, T, D and M).  The key to determining what individual behavior actually means, requires understanding the context of the behavior.  This is where you will make most of the inferences in your paper.  Review the following questions.  Select one to focus on in your paper.  
· Do anoles exhibit territoriality?
· Is there any correlation between peck order (dominance) and territoriality? 
· What patterns of behavior have you established between individuals of the same sex?
· What behavior distinguishes the peck order (dominance)?  Is there just one?  Does it correlate to individual lizards? (i.e. Do the lizards display individuality in dominance behavior?)
· Does peck order in males relate to peck order in females when looking at cage partners?
· Is there a relationship between feeding behavior and dominance?
· Is there a relationship between cage positioning and dominance?
· Is there a relationship between size and dominance?
· Or propose another question

Tips/Requirements
· Use the laboratory report guidelines that were passed out earlier this year. (Reposted on my website)
· Visit with other groups in the classroom, use their data to increase your sample size
· Cite several resources in your paper, use papers that I have handed out (Geenberg!!!) and resources that you find.  Citations must be within the text and in the works cited page.  
· Minimum 2 scholarly journal articles (Greenberg must be one of them)
· Must cite Green anoles care handout
· See the timetable on the other side of this handout










Timetable: Each of these deadlines is required and count for 5 pts (lab) – draft sections can be submitted to me on google drive (kozel.biology@gmail.com) or a hardcopy can be turned in

Due Friday Feb 28th   – Annotated Bibliography – This is a typed rough draft of your Literature Cited section.  As you read the documents I give you write out the proper citation (see lab report guidelines).  Under the citation write out facts, quotes, or pieces of information that you will use in your paper. Use the same sources for the paper but be sure to relate what you find to dominance behavior.  Your annotation of the Greenberg paper should be robust.

Due Tuesday March 4th  – Introduction and Methods Rough Draft.  The introduction should give all relevant information about Anolis lizard care.  It should give an overview previous work in Anolis behavior observation.  Start with broad behaviors then narrow to the behaviors that are specific to your focus question.  The introduction should clearly define your purpose (focus question).  The methods section needs to describe the lizards environment, approximate feeding schedule and observational routines.  

Due Friday March 7th   – Results and Discussion Rough Draft.  The results section should have a data table that shows observations that relate to your focus question..  The data needs to be well organized in relation to your focus question.  Tables should be numbered and have a caption.  Figures and pictures should be included if it is important for your focus area.  The results section should also have a written section that highlights significant observations.  The discussion section should have a table displaying the inferences that you are making about the observed behaviors.  If your focus question relates to dominance than you should include a peck order chart.  The discussion should also have a written section that talks about how you interpreted observations and the reliability of your observations.  You should report on confounding factors here.  You should also suggest further research that could be done.  Tables and Figures should be referred to in the text.  (Note: Depending on your focus question, it may make sense to display your observations and inferences side-by-side in the same figures.)

Due Tuesday March 11th   – Abstract Rough Draft and a complied complete Rough Draft.  The abstract is a brief yet detailed overview of the entire paper.  The compiled rough draft consists of all the above sections put into proper order and the annotations removed from the works cited.  The rough draft will be used on March 11th for peer review.  
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